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Effective Use of Social
Media in Distance
ducatig

"JOIN THE
LEARNING
ADVENTURE WITH
SOCIAL MEDIA,
EXCEED THE LMITS
OF KNOWLEDGE!"
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The place of social media in education has gone from being a novel idea to a

vital teaching and learning tool at a time when digital connectivity has
permeated so much of our daily interactions. The successful use of social media
in the classroom has dramatically changed the way knowledge is acquired and
shared. This shift aims to redefine education to make it more accessible,
engaging and inclusive rather than simply introducing new technologies.

The value of social media in education cannot be overstated. It goes beyond
the traditional classroom walls to provide a virtual space where teachers and
students can instantly communicate, collaborate and exchange resources.

Social media has become an invaluable tool for educators by providing a
wealth of multimedia educational content on a single platform and encouraging
rapid connection between users.

Knowing how to use these technologies correctly is crucial to maximizing their
potential. This requires not only technological competence, but also knowledge
of appropriate online behavior, the ability to select and verify material, and the
ability to produce engaging and captivating content. The challenge for
educators today is how to incorporate these resources into their lesson plans in
a way that enhances student learning without overwhelming them.

Using social media to engage students requires a complex strategy. It all comes
down to finding the ideal balance between interactive and educational content,
and using well-known platforms to help students feel like they belong. It also
involves identifying the many ways students interact with and absorb
information, and changing teaching techniques to fit their different needs.

As we explore these topics, we consider how social media is changing
education, how teachers and students interact with each other. This path
involves rethinking education for the digital age and embracing new tools.
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YouTube for Education

1. Creating an Educational YouTube Channel

Creating an educational YouTube channel is a convenient platform for
creating an interactive virtual education environment where learning
resources can be used by both your own students and distant students via
the internet. First, the target audience and the topics it will cover should be
determined. The name and description of your channel should be
compatible with the content and evocative. In addition, preparing a
professional profile photo and channel cover photo will help your channel
look professional.

You can follow the steps below to create a YouTube channel for your

; \ educational channel. /
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1.1. Sign in to your Google
Account: You will need a
Google account to watch, share,
Create, and comment on
YouTube  content. Go to
YouTube.com and click the
"Sign In" button in the top right
corner. If you have a Google
account, sign in. If you have
more than one Google account,
select the account you want to
associate with your YouTube
channel. If you do not have a
Google account, create a new
account by clicking the "Create
Account” button.
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1.2. Create a New YouTube
Channel: After logging in with your
Google account, click on your user
icon as in the image and go to
"Settings” from the menu that
opens. On the account overview
page, click on "Create a new
channel”.

S —

Google Account
Switch account

Sign out

YouTube Studio
Your Premium benefits

Purchases and memberships

Your data in YouTube
Appearance: Device theme
Language: English
Restricted Mode: Off
Location: Turkey

Keyboard shortcuts

Settings

Help
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1.3. Create Your Channel Name: Choose a name for your new channel. This
doesn’t have to be the same as your Google account, but it’s recommended
that it reflects the brand your channel represents. After you enter your
channel name, you may be asked to verify your account. In this case, enter
the verification code you received.

Create your channel name

You can use your brand's name or another name. A good channel name represents

..... LAk

i your content. You can change your channel name at any time. Leam more

Channel name

Add channel name

1.4. Customize Your Channel: Click on "Customize channel” from your
channel’s control panel. You can optimize your channel for viewers through
three tabs: "Layout”, "Branding” and "Basic info".
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1.5. Add Basic Information: In the "Basic info” tab, enter basic information
about your channel. Add the language of your videos, a description of your
channel, and you can add links to sites you want to share with your viewers.

Content

Analytics

Comments

Subtities

Copyright

Eamn

Audio library

Settings

Send feadback

Channel customization

Layout Branding

Education101

youtiibe. comy(@ESuCation 07 -0zt

Description

Channel URL

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC00TxBOQdZ Jk3-bEr-PoLww
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1.6. Upload Branding Elements: Under the “Branding” tab, add visual
elements such as profile picture, banner image, and video watermark.

Chanmel euskomization
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1.7. Customize Further Layout Options: Under the "Layout” tab, you can
choose how your channel page will look, set up a video showcase, and
organize your channel page with featured sections.

» Studio

Channel customization

E

Your channel

Dashboard |: 7  Channel trailer for pecple who haven't subscribed

Recommendations for your viewers
For you

Featured sections
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Short videos (0]
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a. Title

One of the first things that
catches our eye when searching
for a video is the title. This is often
what determines whether or not a
viewer will click to watch your
video, so the title should not only
be engaging, but also clear and

\ concise. /
(‘ @O \

1.8. Add Videos and Optimize for Search: Click the "Create” button in the
upper right corner to upload your first video. Add your videos and optimize
them for search to make your channel discoverable. After these steps, here are
the basic things you should pay attention to when uploading your videos:
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b. Description

The description section of the
videos is located just below the
video player. Viewers use this
section to read the detailed
content of the video and to
access links to the content
mentioned in the video, if any.
You can also place relevant links
in this section so that they can
access other videos on the

c. Tags

Using tags not only lets viewers
know what your video is about,
but it also helps YouTube
understand the content and
context of your video. This way,
YouTube can expand the reach of
your content by associating it with
similar videos. However, just like
your title, you shouldn’t use
misleading tags, or your videos
will be shown to fewer viewers by
the YouTube algorithm.

channel.
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2. Planning and Writing Scripts for Videos
An effective educational video should have good planning and visual quality.
Each piece of content should be planned and flow should be created before
recording. All content can be covered in detail with introduction, development
and conclusion sections. The visuals and sounds to be used in the videos should
be planned and placed appropriately while creating the content.
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The basic equipment you will need when creating your videos will be a
camera (a mobile phone camera can be used) and a microphone (a wireless
headset with a microphone). A computer will also be required to edit the
captured images and recorded sounds. It is possible to edit these
components in a computer environment with paid and free video editing
applications. Adobe Premiere Pro can be used as a paid option, and DaVinci {

Resolve 18 can be used as a free option.

( 00O \ [ ONONO, \
Premiere Pro DaVinci Resolve o

For basic Premiere Pro lessons, For basic DaVinci Resolve 19
you can visit here. tutorials, please visit here.
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3. Create a Playlist and Organize Videos
Your videos can be organized using playlists. This allows viewers to easily
find related content as they browse your channel. You can group similar
topics or series together in the same playlist to give your viewers a more

\ organized viewing experience. /
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3.1. YouTube Playlist Creation
Process:

a. Click on Your Channel Icon:
If you are creating a playlist
with your own content, click on
your channel icon in the top
right corner and select "Your
channel” from the drop-down

\ menu. ’
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Your channel

YouTube Studio
Switch account

Sign out

Purchases and memberships

b. Select and Save First Video:
After viewing all your videos,
select the first video you want
to add to your playlist. Click on
the three dots next to the video
and select "Save to playlist.”

& Apartment Hunting Alone in LA
¥  (with Prices) | JENerationDIY

DY @

= Add to queue
© Save to Watch later

%+  Save to playlist

~)  Notinterested

The twins makes their appearance
an liva etana 7014 KRS
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c. Create New Playlist: Select
“Create new playlist”.
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d. Name the Playlist:

Give your playlist a name.
Remember, there is a 150
character limit for the name.

w
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Save to...

Watch later

Create new playlist

Watch later 3

Enter playlist name...

0/150

e. Select Privacy Settings: Click
the drop-down menu for privacy
settings and select one of three
privacy settings: "Public”,
"Unlisted”, or "Private”. Once
you've completed the privacy
settings, click the "Create” button
to create your new playlist.

Name
Enter playlist name.
0/150

¢ Public

s Unlisted

Private

Only vou can view
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3.2. Finding and Editing a Playlist:

a. Finding a Playlist: To find your playlist, go to your YouTube channel
homepage and click on the "Playlists” tab.
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b. Add Videos to a Playlist: To
add a video to an existing
playlist, open your video on
YouTube and click the "Save
To" icon. Then click the box for
the playlist you want to add it
to.

w
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c. Edit Playlist: To edit your
playlist, go to your channel
homepage and select your P PLAY ALL
playlist. Then, click the edit
(pencil) icon next to the title
and description to edit those
fields.
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4. Design Thumbnail with Canva

The first thing that catches your eye in a video is the thumbnail (video
preview image). Tools like Canva are very useful for creating eye-catching
thumbnails and are relatively easy and quick to create. Choose colors, fonts,
and images that match your content. The text of your thumbnail should
clearly convey the subject of the video.

How to create an impressive and appropriate Thumbnail with Canva is
mentioned in the “Canva” section of Woorkbook.

SHOW

YOUR
VIDEOS
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5. Interact with Viewers and Build a YouTube Community
Interacting with viewers is key to building a loyal community. Respond to
comments regularly and take their feedback into consideration. It’s also

helpful to stay in constant communication with your viewers using the
community tab and social media platforms. Incorporating your viewers’
opinions and suggestions into your videos is one way to further engage
them.

Here are the steps to engaging with viewers and building a community on

| YouTube. ‘
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a. Use Community Posts: Create clear ways for your community posts to ‘
engage with users. For new videos, you can create relevant polls before
you share them. For example, you can poll your audience on a topic
they’re interested in. You can also share behind-the-scenes photos or
sneak peeks to build excitement for upcoming videos or to promote new

. videos. ‘
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b. Keep Your Content Relevant: Your posts about your community
should be relevant to your channel’s other content. Irrelevant posts can
lead to engagement from users who are not your target audience, which

reduces the likelihood of engagement with your channel’s other content.
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c. Use Your Existing Content: You can turn your viewers into engaged
subscribers by using your existing YouTube content. You can add links to
your other videos in the descriptions of your more popular videos. You
can also encourage your viewers to subscribe by making videos as a
YouTube series. By organizing your channel, you can help new visitors
find your content faster.
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d. Engage with Your Community in Other Ways: Your community isn’t
just limited to the Community tab. Your viewers, subscribers, people who
engage with your content, and even other YouTube creators in your niche
are people who can help your channel grow. Liking and responding to ‘
comments on your videos is a good way to show that you care about
what they think of your content. Hosting Q&A sessions on live streams
gives your viewers another way to interact with you as a creator.

—
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By following all these steps, you can successfully manage an education-
focused YouTube channel, use your YouTube channel for distance
learning, and reach a wide audience.




